
At Little Pioneers, our nursery practitioners guide children through these milestones (at their own pace). 
By following the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) guidelines, we make sure that our children have lots of 
stimulation as they grow and learn, including coloured lights and music, sand boxes and shredded paper play.  
If you found this useful take a look at our other resources.

Key learning and development milestones: 12-23 months

NO
YES

Car

Start to bond with others 
and make new friends

Focus more closely on objects and people around them

Understand yes and no, 
basic boundaries and how 
actions impact others

Begin to say and understand 
single words or simple phrases

Use counting words 
at random

Growing interest in picture books, 
rhymes, numbers and shapesBecome more confident 

moving or walking 
(maybe even tackle the stairs!)

Bring objects 
together or build 
them in simple 
structures and 
play with damp 
sand and crayons

Show interest in toys 
with buttons, flaps or 
other moving parts

Start to use the potty

Enjoy finding nose, 
eyes and tummy as 
part of a game

Show interest in dressing 
and undressing themselves

Have fun dancing to music 
and making other movements


