
At Little Pioneers, we encourage our 3-5 year olds to set their own challenges and choose their own activities, 
as well as learn to solve problems, plan and see things through. We use the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
guidelines to create activities that help our children learn their letters and numbers and the wider world. 
If you found this useful take a look at our other resources.

Key learning and development milestones: 3-5 years

Use more 
complex toys

Use simple tools and try 
out new ways of moving

Use a dominant hand and 
form recognisable letters

More personal awareness 
when trying out new 
things or movements

Start to perform care 
tasks themselves, like 
washing hands or dressing

Become interested in building new materials 
out of craft materials, play with textures 
and use tools for a purpose

Create stories 
with their toys

Sing a few songs of their own 
or tap out a familiar rhythm

Remember events from their 
own life through drawing, 

painting or creating

Begin conversations 
with others and 
start asking 
questions

Adapt to social situations, becoming more aware 
of boundaries and effect of behaviour on others

Use language (lots of new words!) 
and long sentences to create 
storylines or... 

Understand and 
laugh at jokes

Listen and respond 
to conversation 
and instructions

Ask questions about 
their environment. And 
show they care about 
the world around them.

...imaginative play

Start to 
understand 
computers

Increased 
interest 
in shapes 
and how 

they work

Greater understanding of 
numbers and their meaning

Ask questions and express 
interest in problems

Recognise 
letters as they 
read and draw

Look at books 
independently, 
recalling main 
events and 
characters


